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PORTLANDERS TO SAVE THE KELLER 

www.SavetheKeller.com 
 
February 25, 2026 

Dear Mayor Wilson and City Council Members: 

We are grassroots Portlanders who strongly oppose abandoning The Keller Auditorium. Walking away from 
The Keller and its iconic fountain will create an empty hole in the heart of downtown for years to come. 
The Keller needs thoughtful renovation—not reckless demolition.  

The Keller is profitable and popular with Portlanders. It brings 400,000+ people each year into the heart of the 
city, subsidizes other performing arts venues and supports a downtown neighborhood of nearby restaurants, 
hotels, and businesses that have grown around the theater and fountain. If the Keller goes away, downtown 
will permanently suffer. In Portland, we reimagine and restore public assets, like Providence Park and Moda 
Center. We don’t bulldoze them, especially when renovation is less expensive, better for the environment, 
and better for our downtown.  

Portland’s largest performing arts venue belongs in the heart of the city, not isolated from other downtown 
cultural institutions with few adjacent amenities. The Oregonian said it well: “The Keller carries decades of 
tradition, existing support facilities such as parking lots, a lower projected cost and a more central location 
architecturally tied to the city’s signature fountain” (Aug. 11, 2024) 

A recent study by Chicago-based Hunden Partners recommending against renovating the Keller is inaccurate, 
flawed, and misleading. The report ignores critical information contained in the Keller Auditorium Feasibility 
Study presented to the City Council on May 29, 2024. It fails to address the negative financial impacts on 
downtown businesses of abandoning the Keller, the full cost of new public infrastructure required for a new 
theater and relies upon an incomplete and inadequate traffic impact study. The report also erroneously states 
that a renovated Keller would have 2,700 seats when the 2024 feasibility study clearly includes an expanded 
3,000-seat theater. (Feasibility studies available at www.ournextkeller.org) 

We urge you to end the 3+ years of uncertainty over the future of The Keller and make a public 
commitment to renovating Portland’s beloved Keller Auditorium.    

Here’s why: 

Portlanders overwhelmingly support a Keller renovation—not building a new theater elsewhere.  66% 
favor renovation while just 10% support building a new theater elsewhere in the city. Support for renovation 
jumps to 70% when compared to building a new theater near PSU. 80% view the Keller favorably and 89% say 
it’s a critical downtown asset. (DHM Research survey available at www.ournextkeller.org)  

Abandoning the Keller will create a massive vacancy, devastating our already struggling downtown. 
Closing the Keller will harm the restaurants, hotels, coffee shops, and bars that have grown up around the 
auditorium and fountain. According to a 2024 ECOnorthwest analysis, “The abandoned building would be 
large, unattractive, unsafe and unsuitable for reuse. A new building would likely take many years to develop, is 
unlikely to support existing Keller Auditorium-oriented businesses to the same degree and will lack the 
current venue’s history and synergistic relationship with the Keller fountain and larger Halprin Sequence.”    
(ECOnorthwest analysis available at www.ournextkeller.org)  

http://www.savethekeller.com/
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Renovating the Keller costs substantially less than building a new venue near PSU. According to 2024 
estimates, a Keller renovation will cost $236 million while a new 3,000-seat theater at PSU will cost $449 
million. The PSU proposal also includes parking garages and other infrastructure bringing the total estimated 
cost to $857 million. The PSU cost estimate fails to include the cost of Keller demolition.  

Bulldozing the Keller flies in the face of the Portland Climate Action Plan. It is said that “the greenest 
building is the one that already exists.” Building a new venue and parking garages while demolishing the Keller 
makes zero environmental sense, especially when the Keller can be renovated to meet all modern safety and 
design standards and already has adjacent parking to meet the 1,260-parking stall requirement for Broadway 
shows and enjoys easy pedestrian access to buses, light rail and streetcar. 

A “21st Century Keller” will be as good—or better— than a new venue. After renovations, the Keller will 
look, feel and operate like a completely modern space—inside and out. The new Keller will have a 3,000-seat 
“Broadway-capable” theater, an intimate new 150-seat performance space and year-round access to 
enlarged community rehearsal spaces. The auditorium will meet the latest ADA accessibility and seismic 
standards, have nearly twice as many restrooms, and offer seating and acoustics as good as a new venue. A 
new outdoor plaza will connect the Keller with Portland’s signature fountain—creating an additional outdoor 
performance and public gathering place.  

A new 3,000-seat theater will create dangerous traffic congestion on I-405 and around PSU. The 
proposed site of the new theater at SW 3rd & Lincoln St. is already difficult to access. The addition of 
thousands of new cars into the area will create a traffic and air-quality nightmare in the entire neighborhood. 
A preliminary 2024 traffic study is incomplete, failing to address traffic back-ups on I-405 and how 
performance night traffic will impede light rail on Lincoln Street.  

Theater workers and arts organizations impacted by a temporary Keller closure can and should be 
supported. It is unnecessary and fiscally irresponsible to spend $449+ million to build an entirely new venue 
and close the Keller forever simply to avoid the mitigation costs of a 19-to-24-month renovation closure. For a 
fraction of the cost, local workers, performers and arts organizations impacted by a temporary closure can 
and should be compensated. Furthermore, multiple temporary performance venues are available and 
staggering Keller renovations to allow certain performances to continue should be explored.  

For decades, Portlanders have made great memories at The Keller Auditorium and the iconic fountain at its 
doorstep. Today, the Keller stands ready to help lead downtown and Portland’s comeback. Portlanders are 
ready to help. All that’s needed now is leadership from City Hall to turn 21st Century Keller from a bold plan 
into an exciting reality. 

Signed, 

Mike Lindberg 
Former Portland City 
Commissioner 
 
Scott Andrews 
Co-Chair and President, 
Halprin Landscape 
Conservancy 
 
 
 

Stephen Kafoury 
On behalf of Concerned 
Citizens, Former State 
Legislator 
 
Peggy Moretti 
Executive Director Emeritus, 
Restore Oregon 
Portland Historic Landmarks 
Commissioner 
 

Diana Stuart 
Downtown Neighborhood 
Association                            
Senior Multnomah County 
Judge 
 
Bob Naito 
Co-Chair and Treasurer,  
Halprin Landscape 
Conservancy 
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Downtown Neighborhood Association 
 
Concerned Citizens 
 
LaJune Thorson 
Board President, Downtown Neighborhood Association 
Xavier D. Strickler 
Vice President, Downtown Neighborhood Association 
PSU Student 
Bill Failing 
Board Member, Southwest Hills Neighborhood Association 
Fred Leeson 
Board Member, Architectural Heritage Center 
John Liu 
President, Bosco-Milligan Foundation, 
Architectural Heritage Center 
Mimi Kafoury 
Past Presiding Officer, Metro 
Karen Whitman 
Executive Director, Halprin Landscape Conservancy 
Chris Finks 
FinksCo 
Board Member, Halprin Landscape Conservancy 
Belinda Moos 
Halprin Landscape Conservancy 
John Russell 
Community Leader 
Nicole Possert 
Executive Director, Restore Oregon 
Mary McAteer 
Board President, Harrison West Condominiums Association 
Arleen Zucker 
Portland Neighborhood Association 
L. Rudolph Barton 
Professor Emeritus, Portland State University, College of Art 
and Architecture 
Conrad E. Thomason 
Retired Professor History, Blue Mountain Community College 
Henry Kunowski 
Architectural Historian and Community Leader 
Will Bruder 
FAIA 
Timothy R. Eddy, FAIA 
Founding Principal, Hennebery Eddy Architects, Inc. 
William J. Hawkins, III 
FAIA 
Andrew C. Smith, AIA 
Principal, Hennebery Eddy Architects, Inc. 
Erica Thompson, AIA 
Principal, Hennebery Eddy Architects, Inc. 
Robert Grummel, PE SE 
Founder, Grummel Engineering LLC 
Engineer of Record for Keller Renovation 
Thomas J. Usher 
Executive Managing Director, Cushman & Wakefield 
Mark Stevenson 
Retired Chief Financial Officer, Craft3 
previously CEO Capital Pacific Bank 

Dave Zier 
Board Member, Halprin Landscape Conservancy 
Clark G. Anderson 
Retired Portland Executive 
Tripp Somerville 
Small Business Owner 
Connie Kirk  
Actor 
Pam Baker 
Community Leader 
Han-Mei Chiang 
Community Leader, Halprin Landscape Conservancy Board 
Member 
Susan Rinker 
Member of Keller Task Force 
Representative of Portland Plaza, endorsement condominium 
Jennifer Trimm 
Downtown Parks Maintenance Supervisor,  
Portland Parks & Rec 
Janet Van Wess 
Downtown Resident 
Stephanie Whitlock 
Community Leader 
Kit Abel Hawkins 
Founder, Arbor School of Arts and Sciences 
Susan D. Keil 
Community Leader 
Barbara Carey 
Resident of SE Portland 
Wilmot Foster 
Concerned Resident 
Ben Furr 
Northwest Portland Resident 
Kathy Goeddel 
Community Leader 
Sonja Grove 
EdD 
Priscilla Seaborg 
Retired Attorney at Law 
Judy Shinn 
Downtown Resident and Patron of the Arts 
Ed Tenny 
Retired Portland Water Bureau Administrator 
Ray Thomas 
Yamhill District Resident, Business and Building Owner 
The Dennis Family: Nikki, Mike, and Jonah 
Downtown Residents 
David Counter 
Frequent Audience Member 
Leslie Peltz 
The Strand Condos 
Amy Lynn 
Downtown Resident 
Margo Howell 
Eliot Tower Resident 
Georgia Lovett 
Lover of the Arts 
Carmen Haun 
Frequent Audience Member 
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Community Advocates 

 
Will Aitchison 
Dean Barnett 
Rhonda Barton 
Barbara Brady 
Dennis Bromka 
Lynn Davis 
Connie DeNault 
Roy Abramowitz 
Kay Abramowitz 
Don Drake 
Carol Dreyer 
Daryl Grenz 
Rosie Grenz 

Rick Gustafson 
Craig Loftin 
Linda Loftin 
Ben Odenborg 
H. Roger Qualman 
Thomas L. Ray, M.D. 
Louise Roman 
Michele Schiffer, CPM 
Al Solheim 
Joel Thorson 
Bob Weinstein 
Walter Weyler  
Erica Thomas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


